Problems in clinical assessment of palatal tumours.
This paper reviews the classification of tumours affecting the palate. The embryology and anatomy of the palate are outlined in relation to the TNM classification of the International Union Against Cancer (UICC) and American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJC) for the oral cavity and oropharynx. A series of 80 palatal tumours is reviewed to assess the adequacy of the classification schemes in providing accurate data for tumour treatment comparison. Both schemes rely on relatively crude assessment of total tumour extent and neither provides enough detail to allow valid comparisons.